
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

THE GO!'ERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AND

THE GOVERNMDNT OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC

CONCERNING THE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT RESTR]CTIONS

ON CATEGORIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND BYZANTINE

ECCLESIASTICAL ETHNOLOCICAL MATERIAL TTIROUCH THE

15''.H CENTURY A.D.

OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC

The Govemment oftbe United States ofAme ca and the Government ofthe Hellenic

Republic (hereinafter also referred to as Greece);

Acting pursuant to the 1970 TINESCO ConveDtion on the Means ofProhibiting

and Preventing the Illicit Impo(, Expolt and Transfer of Orrynership ofCultural Property,

to which both count es are States Party; and

Desi ng to reduce the incentive for pillage of irreplaceable archaeological

material ofCreece representing the Upper Paleolithic Period through the

151h century A.D., and of Byzanline ecclesiastical ethnological material tfuough the 15th

century A.D.;

Have agreed as follows:
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ARTICLE I

1. The Govemrnent ofthe United States ofAmerica, in accordance with its

legislation entitled the Convention on Cultual Propety Implemenlation Act, shall rest ct

the impodation inlo the United States ofarchaeological material representing the Upper

Paleolithic Period (beginning approximately 20,000 B.C.) through the l5th century A.D.,

and of ecclesiastical ethnological material representing the Byzantine culture from

approximately the 4tl'centuy tluough the 1511'century A.D., including categories of

stone, metal, ceramic, bone and ivory, wood and glass altifacts, textile, papyrus, paintings

(including wall paintings), mosaics and other mate al identified on a list to be

promulgated by the United States Covelnment (hereinafter refened to as the Designated

Lisl), unless the Government ofthe Hellenic Republic issues a license or other

documentation which cetifies that such exportation was not in violatio[ ofils laws.

2. The GoverruneDt oflhe United States ofAmerica shall offer for return to the

Govemrnent oflhe Hellenic Republic any material on the Designated List forfeited to the

Govemmenl ofthe United States ofAmcrica,

3. Such impofl restdctions shall become effective on the date the Designated List is

published by the Department ofHomelard Security in the U,S. Federal Reqister, the

official United States Covernment publication providing fair public notice.

ARTICLE II

1, Representatives ofthe Goverrment ofthe United States ofAmerica and

representatives ofthe Goven'ment ofthe Hellenic Republic shall take appropriate steps to

publicize this Memorandum of Understanding and the reasons for it through available

outlets of communication.



2. The Government ofthe Hellenic Republic shall consider increasing the capacity

ofthe existing units within the Hellenic Police to monitor and prctect cultwal heritage

sites throughoLrt the country, and shall also consider improving the existing regulations

on the use ofmetal detectors.

3. The Govemment of the Hellenic Republic shall continue its best efforts to proteat

its archaeological and ethnological resources through the enhanced enforcement ofits

cultural heritage protection Iegislation

4. The Govemment ofthe Heilenic Republic shall take the following steps \4/ith

regard to registration and inventodes:

a. continue to pursue regishation ofprivate and local municipal collections;

and

b. continue to inveDtory churches and their holdings.

5. Both Governments agree that, in order for United States import restrictions to be

most successful in thwafiing pillage, the Government ofthe Hellenic Republic shall

endeavor to strengthen cooperation among states within the Meditenarean Region lbr the

protection ofthe ct tual patrimony of the regioni and shall seek increased cooperation

from other a.t-impo ing states to rest ct illicit imports, in an effort to deter further

pil lage.

6. ID order to enhance and promote the national sites inventory, the Governnent of

the Hellenic Republic shall take fie following steps with regard to archaeological

surveys:

a. encourage Greek archaeological teams to conduct additional survey

projecrs; ano
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b, consider ways ofincreasing pemits issued to foreign archaeological

missions or schools for the pupose ofallowing rnore suweys.

7. The Govemment ofthe United States ofAmedca recognizes that the Govemment

ofthe Hellenic Republic has a long history ofpermitting the interchange of

archaeological nraterials for cultural, exhibition, educational and scientific puryoses to

enable widespread public appreciation oland access to Greece's cultural heritage in

accordance with the relevant Greek legislation. The Govemment ofthe l"lellenic

Republic agrees to use its best efforts to encourage further ioterchange through:

a. consideration, as appropriate, ofaccommodating requests for extended

loans beyond a five-year period to United States museums for cultural,

educational, and scientific purposes through the existing renewal process, witlr

assurances that a requesl for renewal will be given highest consideralion; and

b. consideralion, as appropriate, ofbroadening permissions to academicials

alld museum curators ftom abroad to photograph material in Greek mrLseums, and

ofrevising regulations that would reduce fees for the reproduction ofimages for

use in cultural, educational, and scientific contexts,

8. The Governmert offie Uldted States ofAmedca shall establish an appropriate

webpage with links to the websites of Greek museums lbr the purpose offbstering

interchange among peer institutions and other interested parties.

9. The Government ofthe United States ofAmerica shall use its best efforts to

l'acilitate technical assistance in cul{ural resource management ard site security to

Greece, as appropriate under existillg programs in th9 public a1ld/or pdvale sectors.

- 4 -



ARTICLE III

The obligations ofboth Govenments and the activities carried out under this

Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to the laws and regulations ofeach

Goven']]nent, as applicable, including the availability offunds.

ARTICLE IV

1. This Menorandum ofUnderstanding shall enter into force on the date on which

the GovemmeDts shall have notified each other by diplomatic note that each has

completed all the intemal requirements for its entry into force. lt shall remait in force for

a period of five years.

2. This Memorandum ofUndeNtanding may be amended through an exchange of

diplomatic no1es,

3, The effectiveness ofthis Memorandum ofUnderstanding shall be subject to

review in order to determine, before the expiration ofthe five-year period oflhis

Memorandum of Understa.nding, whether it should be extended,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective

Governments, have signed the present Memorandum of Understanding.

. - t
DONE at Athens. this {t--day of JuJy. 201 1, in duplicate, ir the English and creek

languages, both texts being equally authentic.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OT

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

lf tt Q.t|,**(lr+--

FO THE GOVERNMENT OF

HELLENIC REPUBLIC:


